                                        Seminar proposal

            Communication- A Need for Community development

“Community development is a structured intervention that gives communities greater control over the conditions that effect their lives. This does not solve all the problems faced by the local community but it does build up confidence to tackle such problems as effectively as any other local action can. Community development works at the level of local group and organization rather than with individuals or families. The range of local groups and organization representing community at local level constitutes the community sector.

It is a skilled process and a part of its approach and the belief that community cannot be helped unless they themselves agree to this process. Community development has to look both ways not only at how the community is working at the grass root but also at how responsive key institution are to the need of local community”.

The word “community “comes from Latin word “Communis” meaning public shared by all or many. German sociologist Ferndinand Tornnis in his work Gemainschaft and Gesellschaft in 1887 perceived community as a tighter and more cohesive entity within the context of larger society due to the presence of “Unity of will”. He added that family and kinship were perfect expression of community but that other shared characteristics such as place, belief could also result in community (Kularatne W.G 2009). Thus community development is considered as a process of helping a community to strengthen itself and develop towards its full potential.

Federation for community development learning regard community development as a long term value based process which aims to address imbalances in power and bring about change founded on social justice, equality and inclusion. It is a process which helps people to recognize and work together to identify their  own needs and aspiration, take action to exert influences on the decisions which affects their life, improve the quality of their own lives, and the communities in which they live ,societies of which they are a part.

On the other hand development is a fairly ambiguous concept that holds a different meanings depending on the context in which it is used. The concept generally implies a positive change in specific direction. Ideas and concept do not occur in a vacuum but are the products of the social, cultural and historical events surrounding them. Thus community development aims in shaping the quality of people’s life and expanding their ability to shape their own future through improving their access to opportunities to better themselves. Thus development should come from the people themselves.

Thus when we talk about development, without a proper and effective communication process it is not possible. So development should come along with a proper communication process. Communication, an integral part of everybody’s life is an important element when any kind of development is concern whether community, national or international. Webster dictionary consider communication as “sending and giving or exchanging information and ideas” which is often expressed verbally and non verbally.

Communication is a central activity in most human and organizational activities. According to Wilbur Schramm ,”When we communicate we are trying to established a commonness with some one, That is we are trying to share information an idea  or an attitude “This  commonness will persist in a community only when there would be social equality, eradication of poverty, optimum  utilization of human resources and speedy economic growth, and all would come forth with the help of a proper communication process. Thus communication should go hand in hand with the community for the ultimate and positive development.

Aims and Objectives 

· How community develops, communicates and represented.

· What would be the communication process in development.

· Identify various groups and design a proper communication process for the target audience for development.

Expected Outcome

· Generating knowledge among the target groups.

· Enriching the community by involving the target groups under people’s participation for a positive development.
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